CLAIMS 


What is claimed is: 


5 


A process for enhancing a search, comprising the steps of: 
receiving a source selection from a user; 
receiving results of a search; and 

enhancing the search results with information from the selected source. 
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2. 


The process of Claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 
returning the enhanced results to the user. 


3. 


The process of Claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 
sending the enhanced results to a recipient. 


15 


4. The process of Claim 3, wherein the recipient is selected by the user. 

5. The process of Claim 3, wherein the recipient is determined based on the enhanced 
results. 

20 

6., The process of Claim 3, wherein the recipient is determined based on information 
input by the user. 

7. The process of Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
25 . receiving information from a recipient; and 

selectively sending the enhanced results to the recipient based upon any of the 
received information and a selection of the recipient by the user. 

8. The process of Claim 7, wherein the received information comprises an interest in the 
30 enhanced results. 

9. The process of Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 


10. The process of Claim 1, wherein the step of enhancing the results comprises 
refinement of the received search results based upon the information. 


querying the selected source; and 

receiving the information from the selected source. 
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1 1 . The process of Claim 1 , wherein the step of enhancing the results comprises 
organizing the received search results based upon the information. 

12. The process of Claim 1 , wherein the selected source comprises a ratings service. 
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1 3. The process of Claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 

receiving a specified search parameter from the user; and 

wherein the selected source comprises the specified search parameter. 

10 14. The process of Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

receiving at least one specified search parameter from the user, each of the 
specified search parameter having an applicability to one or more subjects; 
receiving a search query from the user; 
determining a subject matter of a search query; 
15 integrating any of the specified search parameters with the search query, wherein 

the integrated search parameters are applicable to the determined subject. 

15. The process of Claim 14, wherein the subject matter is explicitly determined from 
user input. 
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16. The process of Claim 14, wherein the subject matter is implicitly determined from 
the received search query. 

17. A process for enhancing a search, comprising the steps of: 

25 receiving a search query and at least one source selection from a user; 

modifying the search query based upon information from the selected source; 

and 

performing a search based upon the modified search query. 

30 18. The process of Claim 17, further comprising the step of: 
returning results of the search to the user. 

19. The process of Claim 17, further comprising the step of: 

sending results of the search to a recipient. 
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20. The process of Claim 19, wherein the recipient is selected by the user. 

21 . The process of Claim 19, wherein the recipient is determined based on the results. 
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22. The process of Claim 19, wherein the recipient is determined based on information 
input by the user. 


23. The process of Claim 17, further comprising the steps of: 
5 receiving information from a recipient; and 

selectively sending the results of the search to the recipient based upon any of 
the received infdmnation and a selection of the recipient by the user. 

24. The process of Claim 23, wherein the received infomnation comprises an interest in 
10 the results. 

25. The process of Claim 17, wherein the selected source comprises a ratings service. 

26. The process of Claim 1 7, further comprising the step of: 
15 receiving a specified search parameter from the user; 

wherein the selected source comprises the specified search parameter. 

27. The process of Claim 17, further comprising the steps of: 

receiving at least one specified search parameter from the user, each of the 
20 specified search parameter having an applicability to one or more subjects; 
determining a subject matter of the search query; 

integrating any of the specified search parameters with the search query, wherein 
the integrated search parameters are applicable to the detemiined subject matter. 

25 28. The process of Claim 27, wherein the subject matter is explicitly determined from 
user input. 

29. The process of Claim 27, wherein the subject matter is implicitly determined from 
the received search query. 
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30. A search enhancement system, comprising: 

a search engine; 

at least one user-selectable source; 

an application module associated with the search engine to send a search query 
35 to the search engine, to receive a search query from a user, to receive a selection of at 
least one of the sources from the user, to receive results from the search engine, to 
enhance the results from the search engine based on information from the selected 
sources. 
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31. The system of Claim 30, wherein the application module is adapted to return the 
enhanced results to the user. 

32. The system of Claim 30, wherein the application module is adapted to return the 
5 enhanced results to a recipient. 

33. The system of Claim 32, wherein the recipient is selectable by the user. 

34. The system of Claim 32, wherein the recipient is based on the enhanced results. 
10 ^ 

35. The system of Claim 32, wherein the recipient is based on information input by the 
user. 
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36. The system of Claim 30, further comprising: 

15 information received at the application module from a recipient; and 

a selective transmission of the enhanced results to the recipient based upon any 
of the received information and a selection of the recipient by the user. 

37. The system of Claim 36, wherein the received information comprises an interest h 
20 the enhanced results. 

38. The system of Claim 30, wherein the application module further comprises means 
to query the selected sources, and means to receive information from the selected 
sources. ' 
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39. The system of Claim 30, wherein the enhanced results comprise refined search 
results based upon the information. 

40. The system of Claim 30, wherein the enhanced results comprise sorted search 
30 results based upon the information. 

41 . The system of Claim 30, wherein the selected source comprises a ratings service. 

42. The system of Claim 30, further comprising: 

35 at least one user-specified search parameter; and 

means to enhance the search results based upon the specified search 
parameter. 
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43., The system of Claim 30, wherein the application module comprises means to 
receive at least one specified search parameter from the user having an applicability to 
one or more subjects, and means for integrating any of the specified search parameters 
with a search query, wherein the integrated search parameters are applicable to a 
5 determined subject of the search query. 

44. The system of Claim 43, wherein the determined subject matter is based upon 
user input. 

10 45. The system of Claim 43, wherein the determined subject matter is based upon the 
received search query. 

46. A system for enhancing a search implemented across a network, comprising: 

a search query from a user terminal located on the network; 
15 a source selection from the user terminal; and 

a modification of the search query based upon information provided across the 
network from the selected source. 

47. The system of Claim 46, wherein the system is adapted to return results of the 
20 modified search query to the user terminal. 

48. The system of Claim 46, wherein the system is adapted to send the enhanced 
results to a recipient at a recipient terminal. 

25 49. The system of Claim 48, wherein the recipient is selectable through the user 
terminal. 

50. The system of Claim 48, wherein the recipient is based on the enhanced results. 

30 51. The system of Claim 48, wherein the recipient is based on information input at the 
user terminal. 

52. The system of Claim 46, further comprising: 

information received from a recipient at a recipient terminal; and 
35 a selective transmission of the enhanced results to the recipient based upon any 

of the received information and a selection of the recipient through the user terminal. 

53. The system of Claim 52, wherein the received information comprises an interest h 
the enhanced results by the recipient. 
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54. The system of Claim 46, further comprising: 

means to query the selected sources; and 

means to receive information from the selected sources. 
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55. The system of Claim 46, wherein the results of the modified search query comprise 
refined search results based upon the information. 

56. The system of Claim 46, wherein the results of the modified search query comprise 
10 sorted search results based upon the information. 

57. The system of Claim 46, wherein the selected source comprises a ratings service. 

58. The system of Claim 46, further comprising: 

15 at least one specifiable search parameter at the user terminal; and 

means to enhance the search results based upon the specifiable search 
parameter. 

59. The system of Claim 46, further comprising: 
means for receiving at least one specified search parameter from the user 

terminal having an applicability to one or more subjects; 

and means for integrating any of the specified search paranrieters with a search 
query, wherein the integrated search parameters are applicable to a determined subject 
of the search query. 

60. The system of Claim 59, wherein the determined subject matter is based upon 
user input. 

61 . The system of Claim 59, wherein the determined subject matter is based upon the 
30 received search query. 
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